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6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, 
cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core 
democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 
Time 
Frame:  

Content/ Topic Observable Proficiencies/ 
Skills  
 

NJSLS Performance 
Benchmarks/ 
Assessments 

Suggested 
Materials Used 

10 
classes 
 
5 
Weeks 

Unit I -  Colonial America  
North American colonial societies 
adapted European governmental, 
economic, and cultural institutions and 
ideologies to meet their needs in the 
New World.  
 
Essential Question:  
Who were the "Newcomers", 
where and how did they settle 
in the New World? 
 
How did the Thirteen Colonies 
develop and grow, both 
individually and as whole? 
 
How did the English colonists’ cultural 
attitudes lead to the subjugation of 
native and African peoples? 
 
Key ideas/ Concepts:  
Roanoke 
Williams 
Hutchinson 
Jamestown 
Origins of Slavery 
The Massachusetts Bay Colony 
Native American Encounters 
Pequot War 
Middle Colonies and Southern 
Colonies 
Colonial Society 
Mercantilism 

Content: 
Evaluate whether the many 
differences between the 
colonies outweighs the social 
and cultural bonds between 
the colonies.  
 
Evaluate the similarities and 
differences of the colonies. 
 
Identify and describe key 
people in Colonial America 
 
Describe the Native American 
 
Evaluate the relationship 
between colonists and Native 
Americans 
 
Compare and contrast the 
colonies in regard to toleration 
of various groups.  
 
 
Skills: 
See Appendix B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6.1.12.A-
D.2 
 
 

Homework assignments 
 
Class activities 
 
Quizzes 
 
Essay or authentic 
assessment 
Suggestion(s): 
How-To Book 
 
Colonial Conference 
 
Play simulation of 
Jamestown 
 
Create Facebook style 
profile of famous people. 
 
Unit Test 
 
Take Away: How the 13 
colonies were established 
and their relationship with 
themselves and the natives. 
 
 
 
 
 

Sources  
 
Selection of primary sources 
 
SAS in School QL 1264 
 
Website: Hippo Campus 
 
Brain POP Learn about the 13 
Colonies 
 
Colonial America map (blank) 
 
Colonies Graphic Organizer 
 
Essay question and rubric 
 
Mercantilism simulation game 
 
Assessments (quizzes, tests) 
 
Pocahontas: Info and game 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primary
history/famouspeople/pocahontas/ 
 
Jamestown simulation: 
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kid
s/games/interactiveadventures/john-
smith/ 
 
Jamestown interactive tour: 
http://www.time.com/time/interactive/
0,31813,1619206,00.html 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/pocahontas/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/pocahontas/
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/games/interactiveadventures/john-smith/
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/games/interactiveadventures/john-smith/
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/games/interactiveadventures/john-smith/
http://www.time.com/time/interactive/0,31813,1619206,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/interactive/0,31813,1619206,00.html
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13 
classes  
 
4 
Weeks 
 

Unit II- The American Revolution  
 
The war for independence was the 
result of growing ideological, political, 
geographic, economic, and religious 
tensions resulting from Britain’s 
centralization policies and practices.  
 
Essential Questions: 
 
What events paved the way of 
the colonists' Road to 
Independence?  
 
What events are included in the 
"Americans' Fight" for Freedom 
and its outcome? 
 
Key ideas/ Concepts:  
The French and Indian War 
The Causes of the War 
The War Front 

Content: 
 
Trace the colonists’ transition 
from loyal subjects to rebels.  
 
Analyze the philosophical 
basis for the Declaration of 
Independence. 
 
Describe the events of the 
French and Indian War 
 
Explain military technology 
and strategy of the day. 
 
Evaluate the end of the war 
and its impact on society. 
 
Skills: 
See Appendix B 

6.1.12.A-
D.2 
 

Homework assignments 
 
Class activities 
 
Quizzes 
 
Essay or authentic 
assessment 
Suggestion(s): 
Analyzing Propaganda 
 
Incident in Boston: 
Massacre or Not? 
 
Revolutionary War Battle 
Project 
 
 
Create a twitter feed for 
Generals and soldiers on 
both sides, updating their 
followers on the status of 
their battles and the 
revolution. 

Sources 
 
Brain Pop-  

• French & Indian War 
• Causes of the American 

Revolution 
• The American Revolution 

 
Selection of primary sources 
Suggestions: 
Boston Massacre Image 
Franklin’s Join or Die Cartoon 
Paul Revere’s Boston Tea  
Party cartoon 
The Declaration of Independence 
Common Sense 
 
 
Young George Washington 
Interactive: 
http://www.nps.gov/webrangers/activi
ties/abelincoln/ 
 

http://www.nps.gov/webrangers/activities/abelincoln/
http://www.nps.gov/webrangers/activities/abelincoln/
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The Declaration of Independence 
The Tide Turns 
The Impact of the War 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Diagram a soldier and his 
equipment. 
 
Create timeline of events 
leading to the revolution. 
 
Take Away: The causes 
and outcomes of the 
American Revolution. 
 
 

Battles of the French and Indian War: 
http://mrnussbaum.com/fiwarint/ 
 
Boston Tea Party Interactive: 
http://www.havefunwithhistory.com/a
ctivities/btp.html 
 
 
Battles of the American Revolution: 
http://www.theamericanrevolution.org
/battles.aspx 
 
LibertysKids – Information, videos, 
and games on the American 
Revolution 
http://www.angelfire.com/ny4/HOME
PAGE/writings/tearsmemory.html 
 
Patriot Spy Game: 
http://www.nps.gov/webrangers/activi
ties/patriot/?id=31 
 
 
Watch: HBO John Adams DVD I 
Watch: The Patriot DVD 
Online Text: 
 
 
SAS in School QL 608 
 
Website: Hippo Campus 
 
 

5 
classes 
 
2 
Weeks 

Unit III- The Constitution  
 
The United States Constitution and Bill 
of Rights were designed to provide a 
framework for the American system of 
government, while also protecting 
individual rights.  
 
Essential Question: 
How was a "Government for the 
Ages" created and how did it come 
to be what it is today? 

Content:  
Analyze the reasons for a re-
structuring of the government 
in 1787 as well as the 
sectional disputes associated 
with it.  
 
Analyze the checks and 
balances of the three branches 
of government.  
 
Assess the Bill of Rights as a 

6.1.12.A-
D.2 

Homework assignments 
 
Class activities 
 
Quizzes 
 
Checks and Balances 
Game 
 
Branches of government 
game. 
 

Sources 
 
Selection of primary sources 
Suggestion(s): 
Selections from The Constitution 
Federalist No. 10 
 
School House Rock! 
 
SAS in School QL 1180 
 
Checks and Balances/Branches of 

http://mrnussbaum.com/fiwarint/
http://www.havefunwithhistory.com/activities/btp.html
http://www.havefunwithhistory.com/activities/btp.html
http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/battles.aspx
http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/battles.aspx
http://www.angelfire.com/ny4/HOMEPAGE/writings/tearsmemory.html
http://www.angelfire.com/ny4/HOMEPAGE/writings/tearsmemory.html
http://www.nps.gov/webrangers/activities/patriot/?id=31
http://www.nps.gov/webrangers/activities/patriot/?id=31
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Key ideas/ Concepts:  
 
The Articles of Confederation 
The Constitution Convention  
Bill of Rights 
The Constitution  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

document designed to protect 
our rights.  
 
Skills: 
 
See Appendix B 

Constitution Convention 
Simulation 
 
Federalist/ Anti-Federalist 
Debate 
 
Presentation on a specific 
right. 
 
Use of Bill of Rights Today 
 
 
Unit Test 
 
Take Away: The 
Constitution is designed to 
meet the need of the people 
for all time. 

Government game: 
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/usa
_game/government/index.htm 
 
Branches of government website: 
http://www.factmonster.com/ipka/A07
74837.html 
 
Supreme Court – Look of Authority: 
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/supremecour
t/democracy/authority.html 
 
 
Checks and Balances Graphic 
Organizer 
 
Website: Hippo Campus 
 

8 
classes 
 
3 
Weeks 

Unit IV- The Early Republic  
 
Debates about individual rights, states’ 
rights, and federal power shaped the 
development of political institutions 
and practices of the new Republic.  
 
Essential Questions: 
To what degree did the first presidents 
maintain or stray from the spirit of the 
Revolution and/ or the Constitution? 
 
What challenges come with running a 
new government? 
 

Content: 
 
Discuss the implementation of 
the federal government under 
the United States Constitution 
during the presidency of 
George Washington. 
 
Compare the opposing views 
of the two parties on the main 
economic and foreign policy 
issues of the 1790s. 
 
Describe key events of the 
Jefferson Presidency. 

6.1.12.A-
D.2 
6.1.12.A-
D.3 
 

Homework assignments 
 
Class activities 
 
Quizzes 
 
Federalist/ Republican 
Debate 
 
War of 1812: Justified or 
Not? 
 
Twitter feed for Lewis and 
Clark 
 

Sources 
 
Selection of primary sources 
Suggestion(s): 
Washington’s Farewell Address 
 
1812 DVD 
 
SAS in School 1493 
 
Era of Good Feelings DBQ 
 
Website: Hippo Campus 
 
Lewis and Clark Expedition 

http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/usa_game/government/index.htm
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/usa_game/government/index.htm
http://www.factmonster.com/ipka/A0774837.html
http://www.factmonster.com/ipka/A0774837.html
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/supremecourt/democracy/authority.html
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/supremecourt/democracy/authority.html
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In what ways did the early years of the 
republic divide the country? In what 
ways was the nation drawn together? 
 
Key ideas/ Concepts:  
 
The Washington Administration 
The Rise of Political Parties 
The Jefferson Administration 
The War of 1812 
The Era of Good Feelings 
Lewis & Clark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Identify the causes and events 
that place during the war of 
1812. 
 
 
Skills: 
See Appendix B 

Create the Lewis and Clark 
Zoo with animals 
discovered during the 
expedition.  
 
Explore the life of a sailors 
and their ships during the 
War of 1812. 
 
Apply knowledge while 
playing a simulation of the 
bombing of Fort McHenry. 
 
Analyze the lyrics of the 
Star Spangle Banner 
 
Era of Good Feelings: 
Nationalism or 
Sectionalism? 
 
Unit Test 
 
Take Away:  There are 
many challenges faced, as 
there are many ways to 
interpret the constitution. 

Interactives: 
http://www.usmint.gov/kids/games/Le
wisClarkAdventure/ 
 
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/w
est/ 
 
Lewis and Clark Journey log: 
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/le
wisandclark/journey_intro.html 
 
 
Interactive Star Spangle Banner: 
http://americanhistory.si.edu/starspang
ledbanner/interactive-flag.aspx 
 
The USS Constitution website: 
http://www.asailorslifeforme.org/inde
x.php 
 
1812 Navy warship game: 
http://www.nps.gov/webrangers/activi
ties/powdermonkey/ 
 
Fort McHenry Simulation: 
http://www.nps.gov/fomc/holdthefort/ 
 
 

8 
classes 
 
2 
Weeks 

Unit V- Political, Economic, and 
Social Reform  
 
The rapid expansion and 
transformation of the American 
economy contributed to regional 
tensions, social reform, political 
compromises, and an expansion of 
democratic practices.  
 
Essential Questions:  
Why was Andrew Jackson such a 
popular president?  How did he make 
life better for people?  Who was still 
treated unfairly during his presidency? 
 
How did industrialization during this 

Content: 
 
Analyze the changes that led 
to increased popular 
participation of all adult white 
males. 
 
Analyze how rapid 
urbanization, immigration, and 
industrialization affected the 
social fabric of early 19th-
century cities. 
 
Describe the difficulties of 
traveling the Trail of Tears. 
 
Evaluate the results of social 

6.1.12.A-
D.3 
6.1.12.A-
D.4  

Homework assignments 
 
Class activities 
 
Quizzes 
 
Essay or authentic 
assessment 
Suggestion(s): 
Election of 1824 map 
activity  
 
Trial of Andrew Jackson 
Presentation 
  
 
Analyze Declaration of 

Sources 
 
Selection of primary sources 
Selections from the Webster-Hayne 
debate 
Suggestion(s): 
King Andrew I cartoon 
Thomas Nast’s American Ganges 
cartoon 
Selections from Frederick Douglass’s 
Autobiography 
Declaration of Sentiments 
 
Memory of a child on the Trail of 
Tears: 
http://www.angelfire.com/ny4/HOME
PAGE/writings/tearsmemory.html 

http://www.usmint.gov/kids/games/LewisClarkAdventure/
http://www.usmint.gov/kids/games/LewisClarkAdventure/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/west/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/west/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/lewisandclark/journey_intro.html
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/lewisandclark/journey_intro.html
http://americanhistory.si.edu/starspangledbanner/interactive-flag.aspx
http://americanhistory.si.edu/starspangledbanner/interactive-flag.aspx
http://www.asailorslifeforme.org/index.php
http://www.asailorslifeforme.org/index.php
http://www.nps.gov/webrangers/activities/powdermonkey/
http://www.nps.gov/webrangers/activities/powdermonkey/
http://www.nps.gov/fomc/holdthefort/
http://www.angelfire.com/ny4/HOMEPAGE/writings/tearsmemory.html
http://www.angelfire.com/ny4/HOMEPAGE/writings/tearsmemory.html
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period create more opportunities for 
people? How did the excesses of the 
free market system lead to the 
exploitation of specific groups? 
 
 
Key Ideas/ Concepts 
 
The Rise of the Common Man 
The Nullification Crisis 
The Trail of Tears 
The Election of 1840  
Public Education 
 

reforms. 
 
Skills: 
See Appendix B 

Sentiments in modern 
English. 
 
 
 
 
newspaper project 
 
 
 
advocacy pamphlets/ 
presentation 
 
Unit Test 
 
 
Take Away: Our 
government attempts to 
reform or make changes 
when needed. 
 

 
Andrew Jackson: Good, Evil, and  the 
Presidency PBS DVD 
 
Trail of Tears DVD 
 
Website: Hippo Campus 
 
SAS in School QL#401 
 
Trail of Tears DBQ 
 
Social Explorer Site 
(www.socialexplorer.com) 
 
 
 
Online Text: 
 

10 
classes 

Unit VI: Integrated Research Unit 
 
The primary purpose of the Integrated 
Research Project is to provide students 
with the opportunity to utilize and 
apply their accumulated research and 
21st century skills.  The students will 
select or be assigned a specific CPI to 
investigate. 
 
 
Key Learning Items/Concepts: 
*See Appendix A and B for a detailed 
explanation 

Proficiencies: 
Proficiencies vary by CPI, 
though all projects will require 
students to demonstrate 21st 
century skills and content 
knowledge of 6.1.  
 
Skills: 
Conduct Research  
Construct a MLA Works Cited 
page 
Write a research summary 
Deliver a technology based 
presentation 

6.1 
 

Comprehensive Research 
project and presentation 
 
Research 
Written portion 
Presentation (tech) 

Project Sheet 
 
Student Generated Research 

5 
classes 
2 
Week 

Midterm Exam and Review or 
Project 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 



Course: Themes in United States History I                                PVRHSD CURRICULUM MAP                                      Grade Level:  10 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
classes 
 
5 
Weeks 

Unit VII- Manifest Destiny and the 
Mexican War  
Content Statement: 
 
Multiple political, social, and economic 
factors caused American territorial 
expansion.  
 
Essential Questions:  
 
What were the push-pull factors that 
led to settlement of the West? 
 
What events lead to the expansion of 
the United States? 
 
How did new forms of transportation 
and communication help link the 
country together?  
Key Ideas/ Concepts: 
 
Erie Canal 
Pony Express 
Manifest Destiny 
Oregon Trail  
Gold Rush 

Content:  
Students will explore the lure 
of the West and the reality of 
life on the frontier. 
 
Students will analyze 
American territorial expansion 
during this period, especially 
the reasons for and 
consequences of the Mexican 
War. 
 
Skills: 
See Appendix B 

6.1.12.A.3.
a-b 
6.1.12.B.3.
a 
6.1.12.D.3.
a 

Homework assignments 
 
Class activities 
 
Quizzes 
 
Essay or authentic 
assessment 
Suggestion(s): 
Mexican War: Just or 
Unjust?  
 
Create a travel itinerary for 
the Oregon trail. 
 
Facebook style profile page 
for the Mexican American 
War 
 
Infographic on San 
Francisco and gold mining 
camps. 
 
Unit Test 
 
Take Away: A main goal 

Sources 
 
 
Map Activity  
 
Website: Hippo Campus 
 
Watch: Race to Freedom: The Story of 
the Underground Railroad 
 
Mexican War DBQ 
 
Oregon Trail Website: 
http://www.america101.us/trail/Orego
ntrail.html 
 
Gold Rush Website: 
http://www.america101.us/gold_rush/
home.html 
 
History and value of Gold: 
http://www.visualcapitalist.com/portfo
lio/gold-history-of-gold-part-i 
 
Pony Express Websites: 
http://www.xphomestation.com/frm-

http://www.america101.us/trail/Oregontrail.html
http://www.america101.us/trail/Oregontrail.html
http://www.america101.us/gold_rush/home.html
http://www.america101.us/gold_rush/home.html
http://www.visualcapitalist.com/portfolio/gold-history-of-gold-part-i
http://www.visualcapitalist.com/portfolio/gold-history-of-gold-part-i
http://www.xphomestation.com/frm-today.html
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The Mexican War  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

of our country was to gain 
territory and unify. 
 

today.html 
 
Pony Express Game: 
http://www.postalmuseum.si.edu/mm
w/game/game.html 
 
Mexican American War Interactive 
Website: 
http://www.pbs.org/kera/usmexicanwa
r/index_flash.html 
 
Growth of our Nation – Animated 
Atlas: 
http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie.
html 
 

http://www.xphomestation.com/frm-today.html
http://www.postalmuseum.si.edu/mmw/game/game.html
http://www.postalmuseum.si.edu/mmw/game/game.html
http://www.pbs.org/kera/usmexicanwar/index_flash.html
http://www.pbs.org/kera/usmexicanwar/index_flash.html
http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html
http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html
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6 
classes\ 
 
2 Week 
 
 
 

Unit VIII – Causes of the 
Civil War  
 
Content Statement: 
The Civil War was caused 
by ideological, economic, 
and political differences 
about the future course of 
the nation. 
 
 
Essential Question:  
Why was the Civil War called 
a "War between brothers"?  
 
What was the outcome of 
the Civil War? 
 
Was the Civil War 
inevitable? 
 
Key ideas/concepts: 
Compromise of 1850 
Abraham Lincoln 
Dred Scott 
Slavery 
Election of 1860 
John Brown 
Harriet Tubman 
Fredrick Douglas 
Abolitionism 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Content: 
Judge the inevitably 
of the Civil War  
 
Identify the 
important events 
leading up to the 
civil war. 
 
Describe the 
struggles and 
mistreatment faced 
by slaves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Skills: 
 See Appendix B 

6.1.12.A-D.4 Unit Test 
 
Essay OR 
Authentic 
Assessment – 
Suggestion(s): 
What Caused the 
Civil War? – 
History Conference 
(project/debate) 
Persuasive Essay 
DBQ Essay 
 
Quizzes 
 
HW assignments 
 
Class Activities 
 
Timeline of events 
leading to the civil 
war 
 
Presentation of 
Abolitionist  
 
Twitter feed of a 
slave escaping with 
the aid of the 
Underground 
Railroad 
 
Take Away: The 
causes and events 
of the Civil War. 

Sources 
 
Selection of primary sources 
 
Digital History Exploration – Was John Brown insane? 
(www.digitalhistory.uh.edu) 
 
Electoral Map of 1860 election 
 
SAS in School 1337 
 
Hippo Campus 
 
Civil War DVD (“The Cause”) 
 
Life of a Plantation Slave: 
http://library.thinkquest.org/CR0215086/dailylife.htm 
 
 
The Underground Railroad Website: 
Information, Maps, Pictures, Interactive tools 
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/bhistory/underground_railroad/ 
 

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/
http://library.thinkquest.org/CR0215086/dailylife.htm
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/bhistory/underground_railroad/
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10 
classes 
 
3 Weeks 

Unit IX – The Civil War  
 
Content Statements: 
The Civil War was caused 
by ideological, economic, 
and political differences 
about the future course of 
the nation. 
 
Efforts to reunite the 
country through 
Reconstruction were 
contested, resisted, and had 
long-term consequences.  
 
 
Essential Question: Was 
the Civil War fought to free 
the slaves or to prevent the 
break-up of the Union? 
 
Did the end of the Civil War 
mean the end of the Union's 
problems?     
 
Why do many people say 
the Civil War was the worst 
war in American History? 
 
Key ideas/concepts: 
Abraham Lincoln 
Ft. Sumter  
Advantages/disadvantages 
of the North of South 
Mobilization of war 
Emancipation Proclamation 
Turning points of the war 
 
 

Content: 
Evaluate the extent to 
which the Civil War 
was a war over 
slavery or a war to 
preserve the Union. 
 
Understand the major 
events of the civil 
war along with the 
cause and effect of 
the Civil War. 
 
Locate and Express 
the scope of the most 
significant battles of 
the Civil War. 
 
Skills: 
See Appendix B 
 
 
 
 

6.1.12.A-D.4 Unit Test 
 
Essay OR 
Authentic 
Assessment 
 
Quizzes 
 
HW assignments 
 
Class Activities 
 
Create a newspaper 
article informing 
readers of the 
results of a battle. 
 
Infographic 
illustrating the 
advantages and 
disadvantages of 
each side. 
 
Take Away: 
 
The United States 
was unified at a 
great cost. 
 
 

Sources 
 
Selection of primary sources 
Suggestions:  
Gettysburg Address 
 
Maps (battles, etc.) 
 
Glory DVD 
 
SAS in School QL#1260 & #1492 
 
Abraham Lincoln Info: 
http://www.nps.gov/webrangers/activities/abelincoln/ 
 
Sherman’s March – interactive 
http://www.historyglobe.com/jamestown/ 
 
NYTimes Interactive Civil War Website: 
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2010/10/29/opinion/20101029-
civil-war.html?_r=0 
 
Washington Post Interactive Casualty Map: 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/lifestyle/special/civil-war-
interactive/civil-war-battles-and-casualties-interactive-map/ 
 
Interactive Civil War Website: 
http://teachinghistory.org/civil-war 
 
Great source of well illustrated Civil War Infographics and other 
Visual presentations of information: 
http://www.f-i.com/infographics/civilwar/ 
 
Civil War Interactive Photos 
http://www.havefunwithhistory.com/activities/cwm.html 
 
Be a Civil War Soldier Game: 
http://www.nps.gov/webrangers/activities/civilwar/ 
 

http://www.nps.gov/webrangers/activities/abelincoln/
http://www.historyglobe.com/jamestown/
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2010/10/29/opinion/20101029-civil-war.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2010/10/29/opinion/20101029-civil-war.html?_r=0
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/lifestyle/special/civil-war-interactive/civil-war-battles-and-casualties-interactive-map/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/lifestyle/special/civil-war-interactive/civil-war-battles-and-casualties-interactive-map/
http://teachinghistory.org/civil-war
http://www.f-i.com/infographics/civilwar/
http://www.havefunwithhistory.com/activities/cwm.html
http://www.nps.gov/webrangers/activities/civilwar/
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Lincoln’s path to the White House Game: 
http://www.nps.gov/webrangers/activities/lincoln2/ 
 

10 
classes 
 
2 Weeks 

Unit X – Reconstruction  
 
Content Statement: 
Efforts to reunite the 
country through 
Reconstruction were 
contested, resisted, and had 
long-term consequences.  
 
 
Essential Question:  
 
What challenges did African 
Americans face after the 
Civil War? 
 
What efforts were put into 
place to rebuild or 
reconstruct the South? 
 
Key ideas/concepts: 
Andrew Johnson 
Freedman’s Bureau 
Black Codes 
Civil Rights Bill 
13th Amendment 
14th Amendment 
15th Amendment 
Reconstruction Act 
Ku Klux Klan 
 
 
 
 
 

Content: 
Evaluate the extent to 
which Reconstruction 
dealt with the issues 
related to the 
aftermath of the war. 
 
Describe how the 
lives of former slaves 
changed after the 
Civil War.  
 
Skills: 
See Appendix B 
 

6.1.12.A-D.4 Unit Test 
 
 
Quizzes 
 
HW assignments 
 
Class Activities 
 
Infographic on the 
new amendments 
and civil rights bill. 
 
“Wanted” poster 
for KKK 
 
Baseball activity 
on Reconstruction 
facts 
 
 
 
 
Take Away, 
What was done to 
reconstruct the 
South after the 
Civil War’s end. 
 

Sources 
 
Selection of primary sources 
Suggestions:  
Thomas Nast’s Johnson impeachment cartoons 
 
Hippo Campus 
 
SAS in School QL# 1514 & 402 
 
Online Text: 
 
Reconstruction Info and Interactives: 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/reconstruction/ 
 
 
Images of reconstruction: 
http://digital.nypl.org/schomburg/images_aa19/reconst.cfm?tuvf7616 
 
 

http://www.nps.gov/webrangers/activities/lincoln2/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/reconstruction/
http://digital.nypl.org/schomburg/images_aa19/reconst.cfm?tuvf7616
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5 classes 
 
2 Weeks 

Unit XI  - The West  
 
Content Statement: 
The Homestead Act, the 
availability of land and 
natural resources, and the 
development of the 
transcontinental railroad and 
waterways promoted the 
growth of the nationwide 
economy and the movement 
of populations. 
 
Governmental policies and 
the actions of groups and 
individuals sought to 
address discrimination 
against new immigrants, 
Native Americans, and 
African Americans. 
 
Essential Question: Who 
succeeded and who failed 
during the closing of the 
West? 
 
Key concepts/ideas: 
Western expansion 
Federal Indian policies 
Conflict between settlers 

Content: 
Evaluate westward 
expansion and its 
effects on Native 
Americans. 
 
Identify Americans’ 
motivation to settle 
the west. 
 
 
Skills: 
See Appendix B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6.1.12.A.5 
6.1.12.B.5 

Unit Test   
 
Quizzes 
 
HW assignments 
 
Class Activities 
 
Create a Map 
 
Baseball Game 
 
Create 
advertisement for 
moving out west. 
 
Stock a store: 
For people 
traveling west 
 
Take Away: 
Various groups of 
people were 
discriminated 
against and 
adversely affected 
by Westward 
Expansion. 

Sources 
 
Selection of primary sources 
 
Hippo Campus Website 
 
Maps 
 
HistoryChannel.com 
 
Brain POP (Westward Expansion) 
 
 
 
Growth of our nation – Animated Atlas: 
http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html 
 
 
Railroad Interactive: 
http://www.nps.gov/webrangers/activities/rrc/index.cfm 
 

http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html
http://www.nps.gov/webrangers/activities/rrc/index.cfm
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and natives 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
classes 

Unit IV: Integrated 
Research Unit 
 
The primary purpose of the 
Integrated Research Project 
is to provide students with 
the opportunity to utilize 
and apply their accumulated 
research and 21st century 
skills.  The students will 
select or be assigned a 
specific CPI to investigate. 
 
 
Key Learning 
Items/Concepts: 
*See Appendix A and B for 
a detailed explanation 

Proficiencies: 
Proficiencies vary by 
CPI, though all 
projects will require 
students to 
demonstrate 21st 
century skills and 
content knowledge of 
6.1.  
 
Skills: 
Conduct Research  
Construct a MLA 
Works Cited page 
Write a research 
summary 
Deliver a technology 
based presentation 

6.1 
 

Comprehensive 
Research project 
and presentation 
 
Research 
Written portion 
Presentation (tech) 

Project Sheet 
 
Student Generated Research 

5 classes 
2 week 

Final Exam and Review or 
Project 

    

Final: Units VII-XI 
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APPENDIX A 
 
Integrated Research Unit: 
 
Summary 
In order to ensure that a variety of research skills are imbedded into our curriculum, we have created an Integrated Research Unit for each semester of each US 
History class (4 total).  The content of this unit is flexible as is the product (i.e., PowerPoint presentation, video, etc.)  The skills are what will remain constant in 
an effort to develop them throughout a student’s experience as a history student at PVRHSD. 
 
The required skills are as follows: 

1. Gathering source information – Students will be able to identify valid, reliable, and relevant sources.  This includes Internet sites, reference books, 
non-reference books, newspaper articles, and other print sources.  

2. Citations – Students will be able to properly site information in a Works Cited/Bibliography as well as in-text citations when applicable. 
3. Analysis and Synthesis of Research – Students will be able to analyze sources in a constructive way.  They will be able to identify important 

information, relate that information to their research topic, and synthesize information to complete their product. 
4. Written expression – Students will be able to create a written component of their research. The written component can be in the form of an essay 

(persuasive, informative, etc.), a formal research paper, a speech, etc.  The emphasis is on the student’s ability to form a comprehensive, organized, and 
detailed product related to their research that is entirely of their own efforts; time should be provided to discuss plagiarism and how to avoid it. 

5. Visual/Oral expression – Students will be able to present their research using visual and public-speaking skills.  Students will create a presentation for 
the class based on their findings.  It is suggested that this component emphasize technology. 

6. Technology – Students will be able to utilize various types of technology, such as PowerPoint, video-streaming, etc. as a part of the research process.  
Technology is infused throughout the unit in the form of both research methods as well as student products.  

 
 
Social Studies – 6.1 
Technology - 8.1 A5, B7, 12 
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APPENDIX B 

 

Social Studies Skills Table 
Essential Question: What are effective strategies for accessing various sources of information and historical evidence, determining their validity, and using 

them to solve a problem or find a solution to a public policy question? 

Social Studies Skill K-4 5-8 9-12 

Chronological Thinking • Place key historical events and 
people in historical eras using 
timelines. 

• Construct timelines of the events 
occurring during major eras. 

• Compare present and past events to 
evaluate the consequences of past 
decisions and to apply lessons learned. 

• Explain how the present is 
connected to the past.  

• Explain how major events are related 
to one another in time. 

• Analyze how change occurs through time 
due to shifting values and beliefs as well 
as technological advancements and 
changes in the political and economic 
landscape. 

Spatial Thinking • Determine locations of places and 
interpret information available on 
maps and globes. 

• Select and use various geographic 
representations to compare 
information about people, places, 
regions, and environments. 

• Construct various forms of geographic 
representations to show the spatial 
patterns of physical and human 
phenomena. 

• Use thematic maps and other 
geographic representations to 
obtain, describe, and compare 
spatial patterns and information 
about people, places, regions, and 
environments. 

• Use maps and other documents to 
explain the historical migration of 
people, expansion and disintegration 
of empires, and growth of economic 
and political systems. 

• Relate current events to the physical and 
human characteristics of places and 
regions. 

Critical Thinking •  Distinguish fact from fiction.  • Compare and contrast differing 
interpretations of current and historical 
events.  

• Distinguish valid arguments from false 
arguments when interpreting current and 
historical events. 

• Identify and use a variety of primary 
and secondary sources for 
reconstructing the past (i.e., 
documents, letters, diaries, maps, 
photos, etc.). 

• Assess the credibility of sources by 
identifying bias and prejudice in 
documents, media, and computer-
generated information. 

• Evaluate sources for validity and 
credibility and to detect propaganda, 
censorship, and bias. 

Presentational Skills • Use evidence to support an idea in a 
written and/or oral format. 

• Select and analyze information from a 
variety of sources to present a 
reasoned argument or position in a 
written and/or oral format. 

• Take a position on a current public policy 
issue and support it with historical 
evidence, reasoning, and constitutional 
analysis in a written and/or oral format. 
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